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Globalzation and Socizl Change

Actreiry 6.1 wall help vou notice the varisus ways the tarm 1z uzed. But we
still nead o be clear about what exactly doss the term means. in thischapter
wasssk to understand the mesning of glabalization, it different dunensions
sid thelr sotis]l conzsquences:, -

However, this doss not me2an that there can b2 only one defiginon of
globalization and only one war of understanding 1t |adeed you wall find tha:
different subjects or academic dizciplines may forus on different aspects of
glebeh=sten. Economisg may be dealing more with tha seoacmic dunsosiony
such as capital Hows. Political scienice may focus on ths changing role of
sovernments, However, the very process of globalisation is so far-rsaching that
dizscinlinss have to incrpasinsly boerow foam sach other to understand both
the causes and conseguences:of globalisation. L=t us =es how sociology sesks
to understand globalizatian,

Whst Em:mlﬂg does iz use the sociologicsl imagination 1o make sense of
theé connections batwe=n the individual and socisty, thé micro and the mago,
the logal gnd the glakal, How 1= the pegesant gfected in g remoeie wllsge?
How iz =/ ke connected to global changes? How has it gffected the chances of
employment for the middle slsss? How has wafleuted the posmibilites of big
Indian cerporations becoming transnstions] corporations? What dses itmsan
the neighbourbood grocer if the retail sector is Gpenad up to bif transnatons]
companiez? Why are there so many shoppins malle in gur cnes and oyna
todsy? How has it changsd the way yvoung people spend their Imsure tme?
These ars just few sxamgles of the wide ranping and different inds of changea
that globalisation'is bringing ahout, Yanwill ind many mors instances whersty
global developments ars affecting ths lives of people. And thersby affecting the
way sociology has to gmadyt podiety,

With the gpening upof the markest aad removn! of restncuons to thermpors
of meny products. we heve many more products from different corners of tha
world in our neighbolirhood shops. Since April 1. 2001, all types of quantitative
restrictions (QR| an imperts wers withdrawn. 12 nio surprizse now to find a
Chinese pepr, an Austrehan gppleyymng for attention in the local fruit 22all. The
asighbourhood store diso as Australian orangs juceand eady W iry chaps
in frezen packsts. What = €5v nd drink at home with our family s5ad friends
slowiy changes. The same set of policy changesaffsct= consumers and producers
differently, What may.mean greatss cheices for thes urban, afluent consumer

may mean & onsiz of lvebhood fora farmer. Thess changes are personal becauss
they affect indyrsthials’ veg-and hesrvles. They e obmously alao hnkad o
puablie polidies Gdoptz=d by the gorernment and e sxreemant vorih ths Warld
Trade Organization (WTO)|. Likewise macro policy changss have meant that
instesd of one t=levision channsl we have literally scores todsy. The dramatic
changss in-the medis are pechaps the most visibis aifect of globalization, We
will be disstsgsing ‘this 113 greater deta] 1nths et r:nf.p!.ﬂ.r. Thest are yust few
random sxamples but they may hélp you o appreciats the closs intsrconnection
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sovisl Change and Devslopmant in Indiz
thst =xists between vour personsl lives and the apparently remaots paliciss of
slobalization. Az meotoned earlizr, the zociolegical imapnation enables
males this connsruon betswesn the micre and the macro, between the personal
and public,

The saciologis: or social anthropolopist cannot sty society &= thousgh
it was an isolated entity. The compression of space and time hes changed
thiz. Seciologists have to study wilsgss, families, movements, child rearng
practices work Bad lsizsurs bursaucratic organications or csetes taiting this
ziobal interconnection into account. Studiss will have to taks intc account the
mmpactof W0 rules on agoculiure and thersfore an the-{ermer.

The effect of giobaHearion 1z fer reaching, It sffecE us =l but affects s
didfferently. Thus, while for some ifmay mean new opporiunimies, for others
the lesz of livelihood. Women silk spinaess and teiam=cE of Bildgr les=t their
jobs onecs the Chinese and Korsan =ilk varn entersd the market, Wedvers aad
CONTImErs prfEf*.hJE rarm 2% it is somewhat chesper and has s=hine, Ssmular
dizplacements have come with the sniry of lasgs fishing vessels into indian
waters. Thesze vesselzs tslte-swsy the Ssh that ussd to be sarlier colleci=d by
Indisn fizhing vessslz, Th=s ivilthodd of women fizh =ort=rs, dryers, vendors
and n=t mal=rs !hﬂfEthEl_ﬂ_ﬂ:‘E:“!'Ed. In Gujarai, Woamen gum collectors. whe
were:-picking from the ‘pdifemm’ (Baval trees!, lost thewr smployment dus o the
unport of chesper gm from Sudan. In alinost sll cties of India, the rag picksrs
Inst seme of their smployment due to import of wast='pagar from developed
countries, We will ses later in the Ehﬂpt&: how traditinnal ﬁﬂgn&iﬂen_aﬁe
aff=cted.

It ie obvious that globalisation is of great social sipmuficence. But as you saw
1ts impact on different sectsons of 3ocetvias very different. Thers ars. therefore,
sharply divided visws about the impact of globsalisation regarding its sifect.
Soms beheve that it 15 nacsseary to herald a Better world, Othars fear that the
impact of globalisation on different ssctions of peopls i3 vastly ddferent. They
srgusthatwhils manyin the more prvilegsd ssction may beneft the coaditicn:
of & large scecton &f the slr=adv excludzd population worsens, There drs Vet
others whoargue that globalization is not 5 new development atall. In the naxt
two.ssctiong We lopk gt these miues, We find out a bit mors about the kkind of
giobal Inter-connectuonz that India had in the past. We:also examne whether
ihdesd slobalisticn Has some distinchive féatures and if s¢ wHat is it

5.1 Arc Glopal INTERCONNESTIONS
New 1o Worin anp 1o INoia

If globalisation i3 about global interconnections we can ask whether this e
resiiy 8 new phenomsnon, Was Indis or the differsnt parts of the world not
interacting with sach athey in easli=r tim=z?
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Globalsation and Sacial Change

THe EanLy YEars

Indis was not izolated from the world sven two thousand vears ago. We haw
re=ad in our history textbocks about the famous Silk route, which centuries 865
connected India to the grest cyntlizations;, which exssted 1n Ching, Fersma, Egyps
=nd Rome, Wealso kaow that throgghont India‘z fong past. people from different
parts came hers, sometimes se-froders ‘Sometimss 89 comvjuierors, shmetimes
az migrants i sa3ich of acw ands and esitled down Beys, I remoic Indisn
villsz=s often people ‘recall’ a time whan their sncestors lived sleswhere. from
whers they came and s=ttled down whers they aow hve.

135 interesting 10 note that the greatest arammarian in Sanskril namely Famind
whi systemmatized and transfomas Sanskiit arammar 2nd pionsiics around the

fourth centuly 8CE was of Afghan origin._ The seventt-ceniury Chinese schalar

¥1.Jing learned his Sanskl in ava (in the: city-of Shn Vijaya).on his way fram China fo India.
The infiuence of inferactions s weell reflectzd in landiades ard wocahulariés throughout Asg
frarm Thailand 10 Malaya so ndoCning Indofesia he PRllppinss, Kofza anc sapan
Wi canfirta waming against iscisfionan in-a parable abouta wellfog- the kupamanduks=
Izt persistently recurs it several olg Sanskiil lexts: The Kupamandiks 15 & frog el lives iis
whate it wilhin 3 well imows nothing slss. and IS stspilous-of averything olise it 1 Elks
o 1o one. &nd rnues with rio one on anything. Il mely harbours the déspestaiispicon of
the-outside wotld The sceritific. mmmm:mufmﬁmﬁwﬂmﬂm
vary fimited Indeea had W lvad like Welkfregs iSen 2003 84-58)

e - e

Global mteractione or even a global outlock ars thus not novel dsvelopments
umnus o rhe modern period gr noiqus o modern Indis,

CoLoniatism anD THE GLosaL CoONNECTION

Ws Began our=tory of soris] sand ssonontic development in'modern Indis from
the colonidl perital. You will recall froin Chagter 1 that modern eapitabiem hiad
s glakal dimsnsion from its very inception. Colonialism was part of the system
that reguired nsw sources of capital, raw materials, snsrgy, markets and a
globsl netwerk that sistained 1, Often globshsation today identfies large-scale
movement of people or migraton ss & defmpng feamre: Your oow, howsyer,
that perhsgs the grestest movement of people was the migration of Europsan
peoplewho sstiled dotvn in the Americas and Australia. You will remember how
indantired labgurers were aben sway in ships from India = work in distsn:
parts of Asis, Airica and Am=ricas. And the siave wade that carted thousands
of Aficans awny to diszant shorses,

InDEPENDENT INDIA AND THE WORLD

Independent India retainsd 5 globael outlcok. In manysensss this wasinheritad
from the [ndian aasionslist movament. Commitement to lberation gtrugsles
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sotizl Change and Devslopmant in Indis

throughout ths world, solidarity with peopls from diffsrent pars of the
world was very much part of this vision. Many Indians travelled overseas for
sducanon and work. Migranon was an sagoing procses. Export and import of
raw materisl goode and technology was very much & past of ths development
since mdependence. Fur—:miﬁmmdﬁﬂr&_ralﬁ.ﬂ India. Sp we need © sk
suraclves whether the surrent process of change 15 radically differsnt frem
anything we have se=n in'the past.

6.2 UNDERSTANDING GLOBAUSATION =

We havs seen that India had significant hnks with the global world from
very edrly nmes. We arealso aware that westsrn capitslism as it emerged in
Europs waa both built upon and maintsined by global control over reSources
of aﬁh&r countriez as in colonialien;, The -'me_::u-'tam QuUESHDA 15, however,
whether gliobalisanon s justabout globalinterconnscizons; Og 151t about soms
stgmificant changes mn the caprtahst system of production and commumicatpn,
organisation of labour and capital, techaological innGvations and cultaral
sxperisnces. ways of governance snd =ocial movements? Thess changes ars
signsficant even d come of the patterns were alreadly svident in the eariy stagec of
capitalism. Someof the changes suchas thessflowang from the communicaton
revoliition have in & myriad ways transformed the weay we work and live:

We sesk to speil out some of the distinclive features of globalization below.
A= you go through them you will realice why a simple definiticn of giobal
iterconnechon does oot capture the mtensity and complexiny of globab=anon.

Glosalisation referz to the-growing intsrdegendesics betwsen different
p=ople, repions and countries in theworld as social and Economic relationships
coms fo sreich w:ﬁfﬁ-_!._.r..-iid#. Althaush economus forees are an intepral part of
globalisation, it would be wrong to sugges: that they alone produce it It has been
driven forward-abovs all by thedevelopment of prformation and communicaiion
iechinologiss At have mmtensifed the spesd and stops of mteraciion betwesn
peopls sl aver the world. Moreover, a= we shall se2, thers waz a political contexy
wathen whichit srew. Let us lock at the different dimensione of globalisation,
To facilizare our dizscussion we deal with the economic, political and cultmaral
aspects separately, Howsver, vou will sbon resliss how clossly connected and
intEreannsci=d they ar=,

THE Dirrerent DIMENSIONS OF GLOBALISATION

Tre Econosc

In Indis we often uss the tsrms hberalisstion and globalisation, They are mndeed
related but niot the same. In-india we have s=ea how the state decided to bring

76

somis changes tn B economie poliéy 13 1501, Thess chaages ass termsd a8
libsrslisation polici=s,
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Globalzation and Socizl Change

a The Economic Folicy of Liberalisation

iGlobalisaticn invelves.a siretching of zocal and economic relationships
throughout the world, This stretching 1s pushed by certain sconomic policies.
Very broadly thie process in Indis: is termed 5= Ohsrslhization. The-t=rm
liberalizstion refors to a ranpges of policy detisions that the Indisn state ook
since 1901 @ openup the Indisn sconoony 1o theworld mssker. This marksdsa
break with an earlisr stated policy of the government to have s grester control
over the economy. The state after independence had put in plece 2 larss
number of iawe thet ensured that the Indisn merkes: and Indign indigacous
basiness wera prot=ceed from compention of the widerworld, Theunderlying
azgurmpion of such & policy wa= that an erstarhil s colonial country would be
st dissdvantaps in-a fres markst situanon.

Liberslication of the sconomy mesant the steady remaval of the ruless that
regulatsd Indian trads and finsnce regulations, Thess measure= ars also
descnbed s= econonuc reforms. What are thess reforms? Since July 1221, the
lpdian sconomy has witmessed a seres of reforme n-all maior 2scroes of the
esonomy [sgricultiira, industry, trade, formpn investment and technolegy,
public s=rinr, francis] institatiend 2oo). THe basis assumption A% t.h&lg!‘&ﬂ.t:t
intssration mito the slobal maerket would be bensficisl o Indisn H:nnnﬂ:n

The process of hibershizsnon sle invalved the faiang of Inans from miternanonst
instifutone such g= the Internasons] Monetary Fund ([MF). These lhang are gryen
Oty CECERI Conditinga: The goverameant melkes commitrmeni=-Ig UrsEe oSriain
kand cf egonomie megsuresthat invelrsa-golicy of struchueal sdnstnsants, These-
adjustmants ususlly mean cuts In statsexpendituré on thesocal sectorsuch as
health edusation and social security. There 1z &lso A grzater sav b\'urterr.anaﬂﬁl
nstituhons =uch a= the T'n-’ﬁrid_?rﬂd-: Orzanizanan (WTO).

b: The trareanationa! corporaemons

Amopg the many sconcmic fastors drving plobalisation, the role of transnational
corporations [TNCs) i seuisrly smportant. TNCs ars companses that produce
goods or markst services in mors than ons countey. Theze may berelsnvely
=msll Broms with ens or wo fEcioriss cuiside ths county in which thsy af=
basad. Ther conld sl=o be'gigantic int=mastions] onss wthos= operations criss-
croes the globs. Some of the bigg==t MNCs ars companizss known all around ths
world: Coca Cola, General Moters, Colgate-Falmolive, Kodalr, Mitzubsishy and
manyothers, They arcegriented o the glchal markets and globel profitsevenaf
ther have-a clear natenal Base. Some Indian corporattons ard also becoming
transnatonsll We sre, howsver, not guse st this point of time, what tHiz trend
may mean to tha people of India as & whals,

c The slearonic economy

The 'elecironic gconamy’ 1s gnother fastos that underpine economis globalisateon,
Banke, :corporations; fund managers and individual igvestors are able to 7t
i

zhift funds msreatonallywith the chiclcof 3'mouse, This new abiiny o mows
‘Elettronse mongy’ instentancously carvisgs with it great risk= howsessr. In
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sovisl Change and Devslopmant in Indiz

Indis often thas 15 discussed with referénce to rising

F Y= s -l stock markets and alss sudden dips because of foresgn
myvestors buying stocks, making = profit and then
. ) s=lhing them olf. Such traasachoriz can happsn only
WEHWWBWWW becsuEs of thes communicanch fFevoluiion, witich we
(usE:Qr have se2n In the markel or dizsyuzs lates,
ﬁmmﬁ!wwﬁﬂ d. The Weghtless Economy or Knowlsdgs Economy
£an'make a st of products such as: In contrast fo préaviows efss. the slobal economy 15 no
» Shges longer primanty spricultues! or induaesal 1o 2= basas,
» Carrm The weightless-sconomy is ons in-which products
S Cﬂﬂﬂlﬂéﬁ have their base in information, s in ths case with
> Televisions compuisr g_aftwa_rz, mzdisand -&:rrgrmﬂ_mm products
> Car and internet-bazed services. A boowledge economy 12
= 1 UH.' : : oze in which much of the worldorce 12 mvolrsd not
S il m the phys:cs]l prodecton or distsbution of mstsnal
= Eﬂﬁiﬁtﬁmﬂﬂﬂﬂiﬂf goods, but in their dempn, development. technology.
?mw' mariceting, shle and =ervicing. It can rangs from the
> Clothes nsiphbourhsod cafering zsfvice to larzs organizations
» Processed Food inralved in Fmﬂdmg & hust of services for both
& TE;G: professiondl- meste ke conferences 1o family events
- :E}HEE hike weddwng=. We have a host of new occupatons that
#  Miik Bowder was unhsard of 3 fw decades asp, for instdnce svent

mariessr=. Have volll Beard of them® What do they do?
Find aut-abomsi dther such new secwmces,

. Glebalizagion of finance

It should gl=0 bs moted thatr
for the Srst hims, mamly doe

78

te the information techaelogy > Countthe mumber ol chanmels on ieksion
voiution, thers haz been fhat arz business channels and provide
a globalization of financs. upﬁaiﬁunﬁhﬁhﬂ'ﬂh&ﬁ hws of o

Globally integrated financal
markets undertake billions
of dollars worth trensscuons
within seconds in the slsctranic
circyts. There 35 a F4-hour
tradinE in eapitel and-Eeclrity
mark=te. Citise surch s= KNew
York, Tazyo and London are
the ke centrez for Ansncisl
rrading. Within India, Mumbai
is known as the financiat capal
of the country.
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sotizl Change and Devslopmant in Indis

GLopalL COMMUNICATIONS

impartant advances in techoolagy snd the world's tslecomemunic a.unn,_
infraztructirs has l=d to revolutionary changes in global communicatia

Some homes and many cifices now have multhiple hoks to the outsida wf:rr.TEL
mchading telephomes (landbnes and mobiles), fax machmnes digite] and cabis
televizion. elactronic mail and the Tnt=enee :

Bomeof vou may fnd mainy Such placss. Scme of Yo may not. This is
indicative of what is often t2rmed a3 theé digital divide in our country, Daspite
this digital divide, thess forms of technology do facilitste the ‘compression’ of
time and space, Two individuals. located on opposits sides of the planet —in
Bepgaluru and ew York — not onlv.can bk, bat slso-send documents and
umeEges-to onesnother with the-help of sateliite technology. The prodeszs of
slobalisarian is e rise O astwork and medis society, To create global
int=reonnectsdness moré sficiantly, the Government of Indis has initisi=d an
smbitivus programmes in the form of Thgits! Indis’, in which svery exchange
wall tncorposaie digitization, It will rransform Indinanto g digirally emgpowsred
society’ and 2 knowledge scomomy’, You have alresdy ssen how CUSSUrCng
operates in your earher chapeers:

Cellular telephony has also grown enormonsly and cell phonss ares parvof
the =&if for most urban-based middls class vouth: Thers has besn s'tremendous
growth in the usage of cell phones snd & marked chiangs in how its Ussis ss6h.

> |18 IherE an Inteihel CaE B your rEghbourhocd?

> Wehio a2 {15 users? What kind 07 use 80 they make of he Iifternet?
B = (s{fon work putpose? IS 3 new form of enterfamment?

Gibpially, the Lse of e Inteme! incraased phiznomeraly in the 1990s 1508 PR
Ihvzre were 70 millon Ififemnet users workiwiie. Of thesz, the US& ant Canada

accounted for 2% while 4513 had 17%. By 2000, the number of Infermnet users

had risen 10 825 mllion. India hiad 3 milicn IiHzmet subscribers and 15 million usess by 2000,
and s ias now Increased fo 700 millon,

{Singhal and Beger= 2061 235)

ACcording to-2 stidv in 2017-18, one In t2n households have a.computer at home. About 2
‘quester of il homes v intermiet connetdivity viarmobila phons or olfer devises Tha igures
iemselvesindicaie the digha! dhvite hal continizes o freval in the country inspite o7 e rapid
spread of compuiers, Cyoer connectivity nat Rargely remamed an grkan phenomenan tut
witely accessitiz rugh e cyber cales. Butibe turel areas with thelr sirslic powet supply,

wide=preas Wieracy ant iack of infrastiuciure, ke telephone connecions: Sl remali Larosly
uniconnected

Repnm: 202823



Globabksgtion and Sacizl Changs

India’s Telecommunications Expansion

When India gainied Independence m 1247, 12 new nallost kad 84,000 tzleohane lines for s papulation

of 320 millon. Triry-three years iaien by 1350, India's telephone service was st had wim onfy 2 3 milion telephones
#nd- 12 000 public phonas for & poptition of 700 millch, only 3 per cest ol Indla’s 600,000 yiianes kad el ghones
However, in thelate 19505 2 seachanges oocurred In the telecomminication scanatio) by 1985, India kad Irstaliso
a netwolk of over 25 miflion Yelepnons Ihes. spread 3anss 300 ciiss. 4.86% fowns and 310, 557 vilages making
indiz's ielecommunication network the manth lErgestin the world. . Betwsen 1988 ang 19848, the number of villzgas
with 2oim=king of ieizphose feclily increassel from 27 316 b 300 000 {hail of all vilZges In Indiz) 2y 2040 some
£30 T00 public call offices (POC=] prowided refishie telaphons service, where peaple gan smply walk m, miske a
call -and pay lhe melered charges. had mushroomed all overindia. including remote. rural hilly, and tribal areas
The amargence of PLOsSalishies the shiong Indian soaoculhiral nesd 'of kedping in bouch with family pesmbers
Much lik2 traln travel m Incla. which s ofizn undertaken to c2isbrale marmanes. visi relatives. or alfand unerals
ine feizphone is also viswed 352 way of maintainmg clese famiy ties. Not surpnisingly. mest agvemsements for
lel2pheny seivice show mothers alking to thair sofis 300 daughters O drandpareiis 120king & thelr granichildren
Telephone and cell phone expiansion infndia. thus, serves 2 sifong sociocutural functidos s users, in addifon
o2 commeicEat one

iy in e 12te1900s. call phonss are being oked at
with distiusl imissed by Crimital siements) SS'lEicas
1956 they are peicsived 35 oty leme (only {HE HeR
can own it and so owners shutila be taxen) By 266 we
hiave hecame the country wilth he fourfn fargest usage of
2l pnones. They have become 30 much Ear of our e
tnat studenis are ready i go on 2 sirke and appeal to {he
Fresigent of e country wheh deniag cell phone usage
In'coliEges
Try afid organise 3 giscussion in the class on the reasons
for the amazing orowih In cail phones uSagein Inta

» -Has i happenad because of Ciever makaimg ano

media campaign? s 1t suM 3 stas symbod?

> O sihseasiong resd OrEmaimpg TonRec
communicating with-friends and nea and dear
anes?
Are palents encouwamy it usSe in onder bo lessen
hair anielies aboll chilgren s whersatouts?
= Try andfind out the diferent raasong why the youth

strengly tesi the nesd for cell phanes.

v

] i 2020-21, due te COVID-1Y pandemic, lakhs
and lakhs of chilgren began using <ell phone
2nd atiendsd opime classes, How oo you see
s cl2nge socivlogically?
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GLOBALISATION AND LABOUR

Gi.osatisaTioNn AND A New InteErnationar Division oF Lasorr

A nEw interoabonal divizion of Isbour has emsrsed
in whith more aad mors routine manufsctarsing
production and smplormant 1= done in the
Third Waorld pities, You have alresdy deslt with
outspizrompe in Chapter 4 gnd contract farmmnpin
Chaprer d. Herswe stmplh deaw-upon the sxampis
af Nike compsayr b illugtrstes how thigworks,

Miks grew shormoiasly from' itsinception 1n
the 19860=, fle= grew 5= an imparier of shoss, The
founder Phil Kright imported shoes from Japan
and: gold them at athletics mestings. The company
Erew toa mulbtnanonal enterpniss, 8 transopianal

corporaton. It hegdausri=raara in Beverton, mast
gutide Fostland, Orezan. Only two US Ectories sv=r
made ghoes for Nike. In the 195602 they were mads in Jagan. A=z custsinci=ased
production shified to Scurh Kores 20 mid-1570s, La%our costs grew in Sourh
Eorea, o0 in the 19302 groducton Widened toThailand and Indonssia. Since
the 19%0s we 1n Indis preducs Niks, However, if igbowr i3 chesper elsawhere

A =1l Cerrirs

pradietion centres Wl move zomewhers e, Thisientidse procezss-makez-the
lsbonring population r=rv vulnerable and Hizefurs. This Baxibilite of labotir
often works in EBvourgithe producess, InstEad of mass productich of gocds st a
centralised location {Fardiem), we have mored to 5 system of Aexibls production
at dispersed locations (post-Fordiam].

General Motors prodlices an ostensibly American car such 38 Ponfiac Le Mans
Of the showroom pnce-of820.000; only 57 600 goes fo Amencans (workers:and
manzgement nUStioit lwvers and Bankers n New York lobbyistsin Washinglen,
and General Molers shiaretioiders all aver the counind) '

Cif the resl

3 48 percent goesin South Korea o Iabour ano assembly

> 25parcent i Japan for 3dVancad components such as englnes and
ElrCionics

12 per tenl to Germany forstyling and design-enginesfing,

7 per cenl o Talwan 2nd Skiazpore B small comiponents

4 per cenl 1o the Unfied Kingdom for markeling, and.about

1 -per cenl to Barbacos of (reland for data precessing

1E=ch 1557}

VY ¥

"l’
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Globalzation and Socizl Change

GLOBALISATION AND EMPLOYMENT “Tre Wfgest Niet of poor pesple Heesn
Anocther kev issus regarding giobalisation South Asls. The poverty rate . patticulaty

and labour is the relstionship betwesn high in India: Nepaland Egng;mggh. siates
smployment and globalisation, Here wo aft LD report "Labolr and Socist Tramts 10 Asia and the
R S S5 S*E’m“ﬁfﬁ P 2005°  The shudy providies 3 stork aralyss of 2
Vor the middls chms youth-from urhen prowing ‘employmentgap In e 4sia region. It stafes mat
iﬁ.’e&.-glﬂhahx&tmﬂ and the IT révolution e creation of new jotis has Filed 1o Reep pace with e
z opeasd up nsw cEreer opporiumbes. SEE F T B S ; TR e O
Instead of rounaely :Fi:klng up B.Se./ E":ﬂmr : ;:::;::{:ﬁg;':?ﬂeﬁ . et t;?:
BE.A./JB.Com. degres from collsg=s, manvy S PHOTTICE AN S55 et hieai
voung persens.are Jenrning computer _d;-sappmnﬁng’ 1.E_ per cenl l:.u“hyr E‘E mm::nn phﬁr_ip.a tp&al
lensuases at compulsr wisttuies; alias UT 1,558 billion Iﬂb‘-‘r Wﬂ‘l‘ﬁlﬁi 1o m&m E‘.'ﬂmﬁb:
up jobs &t call centarsior Business Process Growin 1ale of gver 7 per cenl.
Outsourcing (BPO] companics. working  “h Smjuth Remaing Disappointing: 1207 Labour
sz galez persons in shopping mallz or File September - October 2005054,

pickinz up jobs at the vanious restaurants — : _ 2 s o
that have opened up. Yet a¢ Bax 6.5 Fing o4l ffom media on the empioyment situation teday in

shows, broader trende of employment are  PSIS LOUNIRES RCIUGING INdia

di biskei )
=SpPe E e N

Grosausanon AND Pounical CHaNGES

In manyways it wasa major political chiange, namely, the collapss ofthe erstwkile
souglist worid that hasteasd _E_;lﬂbﬂ.l_xt:uh.. And sl=o gave & specific ecenomic
and palitical approach to the sconomic'policies that Jm:l_trp-m n,ir:bah.._ﬁhﬂn

Thes= changss are often termed &= neg-libera! sconomic measurss, Ws heve
already sesn what conorste steps the liberalicanon policy toolk in India. Broadly
ihese policies refisct & politscal sision of fresenterprice which believes thara fres
r=ipi i mark=t forces wnll be both cifisicnt and far. 1t 15 therciors, eriteal of
both state regulation and-state subsitdies. The sxisting procsss of globahsation
in thiz sense= do=s h=ve 3 golitical 'wision as much 82 gn economic vigion.
Howavar, the possibilities that there can bs a globalisation which is differans
do exist. We, thus have the concept of an inciusive globalisation, thst is one,

which mcludes all the sections of socisty.

Angther siznifieant political develospment: which i= accompanying
globalisation is the growth of internationa! and regiona! mechanisms for political
collaboration. The European Union |EY|, the Asseciation of South East-Asian
Nenons{ASEAN) South Asian Association for Begional Corporation (SAARC) are
juzt some of the sxampiss thatindicais the gregter role'of regional SEsnaiations,

The other politics] dimension has been the rise of Internanonal Governmenta!
Qrganigsnnns [1G0€) and Internatons! Non-Govsrnmental Organisationy
(INGOs), An intergovernmental organisation is'a body that is- éstablizshed by
participating govermnmsnts and siven responsibility Tor regulating, or oversssing
& particular domain of actvity that is tranenational in scops. The World Trads
Organisation [WTO), for instance, increasinals has = major say in the roles
thal govern trade praciicas.
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sotizl Change and Devslopmant in Indis

As the name suggeste, INCQs differ from mtergovernments! organi=ations
i that they are oot-aifbated with government institutions. Father they
are independent orgamsations, which make policy decisions: and address
ihterrational issues: Some of the Bsst known INGOs are Greenpeace [ace
Chapter 8], The Red Cross, Amnssty Internatinnaland Medecine Sans Fronnsras
(Doctors Without Borders|, Find gut mors shout theon

GroesausanioN AND CulTuRe

Thsre ars many waysz that zlobalization sifects culturs, Wz caw sarlier thar
over the agss India has had an ¢pen approach to cultuiral infusnces and has
been enrniched because of thie. The last decads has seen major culnural changes
leading 1o:fears that our locsl cultures would be overieken. We-saw earhesthar
our cultural traditon has besn wary of the Fupamanduka the frogthat lives
its whole Life within a well, kacws notliing sls3, and is suspicious of everything
outsids it, Ii talks to no ons, and arguss with no one on anvihing, It meraly
harboure the deepest suspicion of the outsite world, Fortunately for us we
retann onr ‘traditional’ open-ended attitude o thi= dry. Thus there are heated
debares m our society not just about political-and stopomiciissaes but also
about changes in clothes, stylss, mausic, flms, langiages and body langusss.
You will recall fram Chapier 1 and 2 how the 19™ cantury reformere and sarly
nationalists also debated on culmirs and tradifon, The issuss todsy ars
sgme ways the same, i some waye differen:. What is perhaps different is.the
scale and intensy of C &

Homocexsation Versus GLocausanon oF Crutuse

A 1:_&:?;1:&! contention s that sl culmarass Wit
become similar, that 1s homogeanscus. Others
argus that thers i 8@n sncrsasiay tendsnoy
wwards: glocahsation of culturs. Gloczlisanon
r=fers to the mixing of the global with ths local.
It is not entirely sponiansous. Nor is it entealy
dalinked from the pgogmmercial interests of

Acnviry 6.6

> |gantity olnen Instances of
olocaisation. Distuss

+ Have you noicedany ehanges

in, e fitms ‘praduced. by
Bofiywood? While 3t one ime
there: Wese scenes shol in
Ttelan countries. e stories
remained iocal. Then there
wels slofies Where characians
rEfUMES b Idia ven it part of
the story was st abroad. Now
there are- stories sel enfirely

W outieinde. Disciss

slobalization.

Itis s stratezy often adopred by forsign firms:
whilé dsaling with locsl waditions in order to
enhance thetr markeiability. In India we Gnd
that all the forsgn television channesls hke Star,
NMTV, Channal'V and Cartnon Netvork uszeIndwn
fanpusges, Even McDonald'ssslls ondyregstanan:
dnd chirksn groducts in Indis snd oot = BEel
preduects whichrass porpuler ghrosd. MeDamals’s
goes resztanian during the Navarstsi fesuval
I the field of mueie ons can see the srowth of
popularty of Bhangra pop’, Indi pop’. fusion

music and Sven remives,
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Globalsation and Sacial Change

We have already seen how the strength of Indian culture has been its open
ended epproach: We slzo saw how through the modern peanod our reformers
ard natonalists setvrely dsbsted tradibon gSnd culture: Culturs cannct be scen
&t an unchanging fixsd aatity that can aither collapss or remam ths sames when
faced with socisl change. What 15 more likelr even todsy is that globahisation
will [ead to the creatnn of not pist new logal traditions but glahel ones o,

Genper anp Culture

Wery often deféndars of a Bx=d traditionsl idéa of cultursl danuty defend
undemocratic sad discriminanng prectices against women in the asms of
culiural jdentity. Thess could 'fE.ﬂn‘E".l_E fram s defenice of sati to defence af women's
exclusion from education aad participation in public matters: Globalizsation can
then be taken &3 & bogey o defend unjust peachices agamst women. Fortunatslr
for u2 in Indis w= have besh able to retail a0d de=<lopa domesratic tradition
and culture that sllows us to define cultire in & more incliucivs snd democratic
fashion.

Cutrure of CoNSUMPTION

Often when we =psai of cllture we refer to dresses; music dacces, fobd.
However culturs aa W= know refers to s whois way of life. Thei= are two uses of

cultirs thit any chapter on ghobalisation should mention., They ars the culnure
of conspmptinn and corgorate culbare, Leole at the crucsial rols thet culturs!
consumption s plaving in the process of globalizantn sspecially in shaping
the srowth of cities. Till the 1870=sthes manufacturmyg industnes used to playa
major role inthe srowth of eities. Pregently, culturs] consumption (ofart food,
fashinn. music, touriem| shapeas 6 5 large sxtent the growth of citizs, This is
emdent m the spurtin the growth of shopping malls, muitplex cinema balle,
amusement parksand ‘warerworld’ m svery major city tn Indis. Mestsigndficaatly
adyErnsements and the media in gsneéral promote a cultirs where apsading is
imporiant, To be carsful with monevis no longer & virtue, Shopping is-a oast
umes acirvely encouragsd. '

SUCCesSIVE SINICCSSS8E 1N
fashion pagesants ltke hliss Activity 6.7

Universs and Miss World haw=

led to a tremandotis growih > Compare g yaditonal shop and 1he rew
i inductrizz 115 the fields of depatimental stores thal have come up
fazhinn. cozmetics and health, > Compare the mall with the traditional market
Young sl dream of beingan ‘Discuss-how it is nct just geeds M2t change
Aishwarya Rai or Sushmita bt how thE mezning of shopping changss
Sen. Fopular gamé zhows > Disuss the rew kinds of food that s now
lilee Kaun Benegae Crorepaf] served In 2afing places

acmally made it seem pozsible B Find oul'zhoul th riew Bis Tood restaurdnts

that vour forturiss could tum | | il a2 global in their ment and ﬂﬂ{m

oVEr a fEW Zames.
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CorroRATE CULTURE

Corporat= culturs 153 branch of manareme=at thaory that 5s2k= o ncorsass
productvity and competitivenees thourh the ersstion of 5 Unigus Mgamieatienal

ﬁ cultnreinrolving sllmembers of 2 fiem A dynamis corporate culnurs - inwelinags
= COmpaAIy ey=niz, nruats-and iradinons - = thought o eahance-empioyss

loyalty dnd promots group =thdarite. It slEo relers to ths way ol dotng thetog

ef promotion and psrloasing procduess,
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Globalzation and Socizl Change

Ths =pread of mulhrnational compames and the cppormnmize opened up
by ths vdormaton techooleey fevoiubion has oreatsd @ s melropohian
atics i3 India = class of upwardly mobils professiensls working in sofiware
companiss. multnatiensl hanke chedersd accountancy flems. stock mackets,
travel. fachion designing. entsrisinment media snd other allied Belds. These
hizh-flvine prufé::ﬁné.ls_ bave highly stressful work schédulss, get exprbitan
zalgries and are the main clientels of the booming consumer ndusiey.

Tareatr 10 MasY IsoicEsous Crarr axp LoErary Tramoss A
KXOWLEDGE SysTEMS

Yet another livk between cultursl forms: and globalisstwon is evident from
the condition of many indigenous craft and literary traditionsand knowledes
srstems. Itis, howsver, important to remember thas modern development svan
pror o the siage of globalisanon did make inroads moo tradinonal culturst
forms snd ocrupation: baeed on them. But the sheer scaleand infensity of
change s enormous. For tnstance about 30 theatre sroups, which wers achive
sround the texulemille sesa of Parel and Gurgsum of ldumbes oy, havs becoms
defunct, az most of the mill worksers are cut of jobsin thess ares®. Scme years
hacie there were reports of large number of singies By the traditinpalwreauers in
Bircills viﬂage of: Lﬂn_mﬂ&gur diskrict=nd 1n Dnabaicics *ﬂuagE in-Medsk digirict
both in Andhra Pradesh. These weavars WrL‘n no mesng toinvest in t=chnalogy
wers unpble to adapt to ths chenginz consumer fa3tes and compehtion from
powEer loams, '

Similarly, various forme of waditional knowisdpe systems scpacially in tha
fislde of medicine end agricultare have been-pressrved and pazsed onfrom one
Esneration o the other. Reécent attempts by 2ome multinationsl companies
1:.|:r pgatent the uss of Tul=g, Haldi (furmeric), Pudraoksha stnd Bs=mati rice
heve lughhighred the nesd for protecting the base of 1ts indigenous knowledge

systzms.

- . L Hox 6.6
The conditfon af ouf camiat! communiy 1S very bad. Telavision and radia izve -
shigiched awayout means of veihood We perform aciobalics but because of the

cifciss anid uﬂt:eh?-!ﬁinn which hrave reacied 2vedt in remote comers and villages. nobody

5. interasied in Gur performancss. We do not gl even a pitiance, however hard we perform
‘Peaple waich:our shows but just-for entedainment. they never pay us anything. They never
‘hothar abiout the fae! that we 358 hunaty, Our prolession is dying

————
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Questions

ozl Change and Devalopmant in india

It i= o easy task to sum up the diverss and complsx ways that globalizstion
iz gffecting our lrvss, One will not sven gtempt it Ooe leaves this gask o vow
We have not diecuas=ed the smpact of globabeation on mdustey and sgricultare
- any detat] hers o thig chapter. You bhave 1o draw from Chaptsr 4 and 5 56
build up the story of globshsation and social chanss m India. In the recounting

of thiz stary, wfs yvour saciplopicrs] imagination.,

1 Chogse any topic that 5 of interest o you and discuss how you think
globzlisation has affaclad [t You could chooss cinema, work. maidage
or any othar tapic

2. Whal are the distinctive faaturas of 3 globahzed E:i:ﬂnnmy?hiﬁuas

fad
:

Bnefly dpcussThe /mpoct of glebalzohon on culiurs
4 Whateglocalisation¥ st a:mpl'_r amarkslstratagy adopled by mullinalional
companias or is genuine cultura! synthess taking placa? Discuss
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